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Chapter 1

General Introduction

Emmanuel D. Babatunde® and Kelebogile T. Setiloane”

“Lincoln University, USA
bUniversity of Delaware, USA

Abstract

This chapter discusses the subject matter of this book. It focuses on its
objectives and motivation. It also makes the point that the chapters were
written by scholars from around the globe and from various academic
disciplines. Thus, it is noted that there are variations among the chapters
due to disciplinary styles. Nonetheless, it is also pointed out that all of the
authors enthusiastically communicate their research findings on pertinent
issues of the current global crisis as they relate to African people in the
continent and its Diaspora.

Keywords: Current global crisis; Africa; Diaspora; COVID-19; ethics

This book comprises chapters dealing with how Africa and its Diaspora have
been affected by and they in turn have responded to the current global crisis,
which commenced in 2022 and has lasted to the present. The crisis is denoted
here according to the description of the United Nations Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) as follows:

In March 2022, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres estab-
lished the UN Global Crisis Response Group on Food, Energy
and Finance (GCRG) to respond to the unprecedented intercon-
nected food, energy and finance crises in the world. Inflation, food
insecurity, soaring energy and food prices, supply chain disrup-
tions and mounting debt are among the pressing challenges added

Africa and Navigating the Current Global Crisis, 1-7
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to a world recovering from the human and economic losses of the
COVID-19 pandemic and facing the ongoing threat of climate
change and the war in Ukraine. These challenges are particularly
acute in developing economies. (2023, p. 1)

The chapters were written by scholars from around the globe and from vari-
ous academic disciplines. Thus, there are variations among the chapters due to
disciplinary styles. Nonetheless, all of the authors enthusiastically communicate
their research findings on pertinent issues of the current global crisis as they relate
to African people in the continent and its Diaspora. In addition to this chapter,
there are 15 others in this book. But before presenting synopses of the issues
broached in the chapters, we will first discuss a number of essential aspects of
these chapters and this book as a whole.

To begin with, the chapters are grouped into two levels of analysis: i.e., the
locations, scales, or sizes of the research targets. One level is continental or micro
and the other level is Diaspora and global or macro. Each level entails chapters
dealing with the attendant units of analysis: i.e., the objects or issues studied. The
import of this segmentation hinges upon the fact that it allows for the examina-
tion of a system or subject matter at its entirety by looking at various issues and
their diffusion. In essence, grouping permits close reading, local analysis, and
global analysis (for more on this approach, see Bangura et al., 2019).

Next, a variety of issues are investigated apropos the subject matter of this
book with different disciplinary lenses, thereby leading to a comprehensive whole.
This approach is quite beneficial because it provides various foci of analyses of
the issues and also attracts interest from a wider range of readers.

Also, despite the fact that this book addresses many issues pertaining to the
subject matter, it could not cover everything for the obvious reason that in an
edited volume, an editor (in our case, coeditors) can only include contributions
that are submitted and meet the standards set. In essence, while it is impossible
to deal with every issue concerning the subject matter, we do our best to be as
comprehensive as possible in this book.

In addition, since our major concern was with empiricism, as opposed to being
“interesting,” the chapters indicate that the gravity of the crisis varies between
the African continent, comprising most of the developing countries (or 70% of
the least developed) in the world, and its Diaspora and global dimension, con-
stituting many developed countries. This is due mainly to the obvious fact that
the former is relatively less economically developed than the latter. Indeed, as we
mentioned earlier, the UNCTAD stated that the “challenges of the current crisis
are particularly acute in developing economies” (UNCTAD, 2023, p. 1).

Furthermore, it is our assertion that this is the first comprehensive investi-
gation of the current global crisis vis-a-vis Africa and its Diaspora as defined
earlier. That there are earlier works dealing with the global crises of the 1960s
and the 2000s in relation to Africa is hardly a matter of dispute. But those works
examined single issues such as “climate change” or “financial crisis” and, thus, are
not as comprehensive as our book that explores many issues.
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We now turn our attention to the issues examined in the 15 chapters. Cecy
Edijala Balogun and Yetunde Adebunmi Aluko tackle the topic of organ traf-
ficking as a function of unemployment and poverty in contemporary African
societies, some of whose healthy youth migrate to more developed countries in
the North to sell their organs where there is high demand for them. A function
of this high demand is the establishment of a waiting list. Organ transfer thrives
in Africa because there are weak laws and underemployment compounded by
youth unemployment. Balogun and Aluko recommend that implementing laws,
imposing sanctions and launching campaigns on altruistic organ donation with
public—private ownership will reduce the element of criminality that surrounds
the ownership of this necessary but criminalized human need.

Emmanuel Vincent Nelson Kallon posits that post-World War II liberalism
was the means of governance patterns in which political and economic suste-
nance of the Third World would succeed. This suggested benefit did not material-
ize in Africa South of the Sahara which saw a myriad of warfare and coups d’état.
As the liberal democratic values appeared to be transforming African societies,
especially from the 1990s to 2000, a strong wave of bilateral construct emerged
intersecting liberal philosophy, thereby triggering a democratic backsliding.
Kallon uses the qualitative approach with pertinent data analysis to explain the
emergence of bilateralism in the current multilateral world system that has had an
impact on the various political systems in Africa South of the Sahara.

Charles Massimo’s contribution attempts to promote a joint relationship
between public and private sectors in Zimbabwe’s state universities and the public
sector. Massimo looks at the theoretical and empirical reasons for why the pub-
lic—private partnerships vis-a-vis the universities’ infrastructures do not work in
Zimbabwe. In other words, for the public—private partnerships for educational
infrastructures to work, he says that there must be a relationship between the
infrastructures of tertiary education of a country as well as the elements of the
culture of a nation’s culture which are divided into three components: (1) ideas,
(2) institutions, and (3) material technology. According to him, ideas consist of
objectives for the survival of the group: i.e., a nation; institutions are the cul-
tural infrastructures in that society and how they come together to reinforce the
well-being of the society. These institutions are marriage, economics, religion,
and education (primary, secondary, and tertiary). Material technology consti-
tutes ways of making anything or relationships easier, cheaper, and faster. Since
these are three components of culture, any culture has its own technology. Every
effort is therefore made to ensure that its universities establish departments whose
efforts must replicate the society’s needs in relation to the three aforementioned
components. Thus, Zimbabwe is at war with itself because if it does not deal with
the problems of the street children, since this is a failure of marriage and family
which underpin the society.

Pamela Oloo, in her contribution on the current global conceptualizations of
gender, focuses on gender as conceptualized in the traditional African context.
Gender in this milieu refers to the binary distinction of male and female based on
biological sex. Oloo examines what she refers to as “corrupted forms of gender.”
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She characterizes these forms as “intermediate forms of gender whereby indi-
viduals are neither distinctly male nor female.” She adds that they are instances
whereby males are trapped in female bodies and vice versa. She also says that
they establish the distinction between “cis-gender” and “transgender,” whereby
gender no longer matches the sex assigned to individuals. Gender as conceptual-
ized in the African context, she argues, is closely intertwined with the concepts of
marriage, family and childrearing and a shift in the gender identities potentially
impacts (usually negatively) on these social concepts.

Jeremiah Oluwadara Omotayo challenges traditional norms and calls for
the resistance to all forms of domination by older generations in positions of
power so that the youth can negotiate their experiences of powerlessness dem-
onstrated in unemployment, poor education, and police brutality. This musical
genre which was born in the Bronx, New York City, United States in the 1970s
among Caribbean migrants gave voice as well as an outlet to impoverished and
disenfranchized youths to find their voice and express their objection to their
circumstances. The hip hop culture became very useful in the 1980s in Africa,
particularly in Senegal, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Ghana and Nigeria,
where the elderly are still worshipped and where gerontocracy has been a strongly
ingrained component of government and social structure. The hip hop culture
has fostered a sense of community among youths. Omotayo uses Social Iden-
tity Theory to show how the hip hop culture has fostered a sense of community
among the youths of Africa.

Francis Tazoacha applies qualitative research methodology to analyze and give
recommendations on how Africans ought to think and reshape their democratic
and political processes. The ultimate goal is to reduce instability in the continent.

Chifundo Terrisa-Kamba delineates an explanation for the political and social
mechanisms used to institute a “decent nation” through dress in Malawi during
the current global crises by drawing from lessons of how the Malawi Congress
Party (MCP) regime and its leadership used dress as a tool for articulating and
consolidating political power in Malawi from 1964 to 1994. The author contrib-
utes to a body of knowledge on the nexus of dress, culture, and politics. She
demonstrates that despite the impressive scholarship on dress as a useful tool in
analyzing political, cultural, and social changes in Africa, significant aspects of
dress in Malawi and their relationship to politics remain understudied. She there-
fore begins by exploring the early campaigns which President Hastings Kamuzu
Banda and the MCP launched to address the problems of dress in the country.
Thereafter, she discusses how the use of uniforms by the MCP cadre was utilized
to meet Banda’s political interests. She then analyzes the Decency Dress Act and
its implementation. In the end, she shows how Banda’s politicization of dress-
ing was contested and posits that dress was used within the context of culture to
engage in political conflicts and strengthen the one-party regime in Malawi.

Emmanuel Babatunde and Kelebogile Setiloane interrogate the question
that has become very relevant since the arrival of the coronavirus disease
(COVID)-2019 pandemic in relation to the qualities of the human in Benin and
Yoruba cultures, which is the following: How are the societies to which the people
belong able to utilize the qualities of the human to deal with the extreme stress
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and loss of the pandemic? Using Aristotelian Nicomachean Ethics, whose para-
digm presents each quality in a tripartite form — i.e., the positive and negative
extremes with a mediating tendency for moderation, the authors look closely at
the two cultures of the Benin and the Yoruba’s notions of the good person. They
attempt to see how these notions transform into cultural values of human behav-
ior that assisted the Benin and the Yoruba of Western Nigeria to overcome the
enormous stress of the 1918 influenza epidemic. Accordingly, a silent compara-
tive historical entity is the COVID-2019 pandemic that lasted from 2020 to 2023
and killed over a million people. The overall finding is that unlike the influenza
epidemic, the COVID-2019 pandemic revealed strange cultural behaviors that led
to the sadness and selfishness with which individuals, instead of sharing resources
with one another, tried to buy things such as toilet rolls in such large quantities
that worsened the dangerous atmosphere generated by the pandemic.

Matthew Uzukwu examines how private clinics in Nigeria exist as a business
enterprise that provides effective healthcare services to the public and profit to
the owners. Using a descriptive statistical methodology comprising quantitative
and qualitative data analyses, Uzukwu analyzes data from nine private clinics
and hospitals selected from three regions of Nigeria. The financial performance
of each of the hospitals is measured for 2022 in relation to three outcomes:
(1) breaking even, (2) making profit, and (3) operating at a loss. Through a ran-
dom survey of patients, the providers rated healthcare outcomes on a range of
being strongly satisfied to strongly dissatisfied. The author shows that most of the
providers are unaware of the Balanced Scorecard Business Model, even though
they unknowingly apply aspects of it in their operations. Uzukwu concludes that
a thorough knowledge of the model and its diligent application will improve
healthcare services in Nigeria.

Ana Alakija employs the concept of “matriarchate,” first used by the Russian
American Anthropologist Ruth Landes in the 1940s, for her analysis. Matriar-
chatehood is based on memory sharing, lineages, and political identities. Alakija
iterates the peculiar pattern of long-distance relationships that the Yoruba who
were taking to Bahia during the slave trade used to sustain the Yoruba at home in
Nigeria and the Bahia Diaspora. The Yoruba women who are married into dif-
ferent lineage groups serve as the historians of their husbands’ lineage histories.
The women therefore ought to know the history of the illustrious deeds of their
husbands’ families. A woman who does not know her warrior husband’s illustri-
ous and brave deeds would not have a husband to marry. Alakija also describes
how memory sharing, i.e., oriki-lineage history (a must-know for a wife-to-be),
assists those who were taken to Bahia in pre-colonial Old Oyo Empire in 1800 to
know their history.

Abdul Karim Bangura looks closely at the COVID-2019 pandemic and the
calamitous effect it had on the Caribbean countries such that their gross national
products (GDPs) contracted by 16%-20% in 2020. Tourism created an uneven
recovery in 2021 with the average growth rate rising to 9.7%. The Russian—Ukrain-
ian War has had an equally dreadful effect on the global food chain because
Ukraine is one country which serves as the food basket, and the world. Rising
oil prices and food costs, as well as the implications of global warming, pose
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significant challenges to countries in the Caribbean that work hard to strengthen
their fiscal balances, revitalize growth, and build up their resilience against natu-
ral disasters. In his contribution, Bangura employs the E-clustering methodology
to analyze the effect of the global economic crisis on African Caribbean descend-
ants. A major suggestion made by Bangura is that it would not only be useful
for the recovery of the economic strength of the Caribbean, but it would also be
essential that the Caribbean finance ministers be introduced to the E-clustering
methodology based on the concept of clustering a building that Kemet/Ancient
Egypt produced for helping the ancient world.

In her contribution, Anitra Butler-Ngugi examines the enduring impact of
Bernstein’s theory of the pedagogic device in preserving and protecting Western
culture. The origins and mechanisms of Bernstein’s pedagogic device are broached
with a focus on how knowledge is selected and shaped to maintain a Eurocentric
perspective. Using a situational analysis, the author illustrates how the pedago-
gization of knowledge serves as one guise of colonialist discourse and advocates
for the adoption of Ubuntugogy to counter intellectual tyranny and epistemic
totalitarianism. Ubuntugogy, the author asserts, can offer a more inclusive and
humane educational approach that will lead Africans to achieve cognitive justice
and epistemic freedom.

Florence Munyonyo Asiimwe and Denis Musinguzi explore the wide range of
human experiences, both positive and negative, that Ugandan migrant domes-
tic workers encountered before they traveled to Saudi Arabia to participate in
international domestic labor. This research consisted of a research sample of
18 people. This included 12 returnee Ugandan migrant workers from Saudi
Arabia and 6 key informants who participated in the study. This group of inform-
ants included representatives of the Ministries of Gender, Labor, and Social
Development, the Ugandan Association of Employment Recruitment Agency,
and directors of recruiting companies. The study also investigated a recruitment
firm, payment of recruitment fees, passport processing fees, medical examina-
tion checkup fees, and contract signing and departure training fees. Upon arrival
in Saudi Arabia, the passports of Ugandan domestic workers were confiscated.
The Uganda domestic workers were also segregated from their employers upon
arrival. It became very clear that seizing the passports of the migrant workers
upon arrival in Saudi Arabia made them completely dependent on those who
hired their services, thereby making the relationship between the two groups
exploitative.

Simon Gisege Omare studies Ubuntu as an African concept of the good person
that can lead to global women empowerment. Omare challenges all to recognize
that motherhood is the foundation of society. Africa moves further in this rec-
ognition with such statements as “Mother is Gold: Father Glass” and “Home
is wherever mother is.” Cultures that reiterate the significance of motherhood
in the making of the society have social tools with which to fight gender injus-
tice against women such as discrimination, exploitation, and all sorts of violence
against women. Omare emphasizes the intent of the United Nations Sustainable
Development (SDA) Goal 5, one of the 17 goals of the United Nations in its
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to establish a world in which women
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and girls are treated equally, have equal opportunities as men, and can participate
equally, thereby fostering inclusive and sustainable development for all by 2030.
In this effort, the emphasis on women’s equal participation includes the need to
promote women'’s equal participation at the decision-making level in particular as
well as in all sectors such as economic, political, and public life in general.

Emmanuel Kange explores the critical role of cybersecurity in navigating the
current global crisis in Africa and the Diaspora. The topical elements of women’s
leadership and initiative as they relate to gender, health, politics, education, eco-
nomics, business, trade, technology, religion, climate change, the environment,
peace, and security are discussed. The attempt is to shed light on the challenges
and opportunities in these areas. Kange, a cybersecurity scholar, also investigates
how cyber threats have intensified during these challenging times and suggests
innovative solutions for Africa as well as its Diaspora in terms of collaborations
among them.

In sum, the contributors to this book who come from various academic
disciplines provide readers with a comprehensive overview of how Africa and its
Diaspora have been navigating the current global crisis. The diversity of perspec-
tives enhances the richness of the content and encourages interdisciplinary reflec-
tion and dissemination of knowledge on this book’s subject matter.
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