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Foreword

The decolonisation debate and discourse has received significant attention in 
recent years in academic, practice, and policy circles. In my work as an academic, 
transdisciplinary researcher, innovation scholar, and active policy expert, I see 
firsthand how actors – both in the Global North and Global South – are trying 
to engage with and operationalise decolonisation. In academia, the challenge of 
honouring existing knowledge while generating new knowledge on why, how, and 
what to decolonise remains acute and expedient. Empirically sound and robust 
knowledge is needed to inform and support decolonisation efforts in practice and 
policy if  we are to achieve impacts that are truly transformative and focussed on 
systems change.

The production of such new knowledge requires co-creation and experimenta-
tion. Both have been either weak or absent in the majority of academic circles that 
are not well grounded in transdisciplinary research. There are other reasons why 
research support for the decolonisation agenda has, so far, resulted in less-than-
optimal outcomes and development impacts. These include the fact that much 
research on decolonisation: (i) focus on the challenge and historical perspective 
with less attention to the future-oriented solution space (forward-looking); (ii) are 
not based on robust and empirical evidence; (iii) argue for decolonisation to be 
abolished but fail to provide clear roadmaps, methods, theories, or frameworks 
on how to do this – for example, the role of science and technology or innovations 
that may help address the impacts of decolonisation while creating a new equita-
ble future that is more inclusive and sustainable; (iv) are often devoid of context; 
and (v) do not focus on long-term multi-systems’ change and transformation.

The Emerald Handbook of Decolonising Sustainability: A Global South Perspec-
tive responds to the gaps outlined above and provides a way forward in advancing 
the scholarly debate and policy discourse on decolonisation. By providing a care-
fully crafted outlook on decolonisation in relation to sustainability, energy tran-
sition, and social justice, the editors focus on three important domains that are 
core to the future and development of countries in the Global South. Moreover, 
the chapters tackle the ideas, narratives, and interests on decolonisation from a 
Global South perspective, providing cases that are context specific, which further 
underlines the importance and relevance of the handbook.

Global South nations have contributed less to the global CO2 emissions than 
those of the Global North yet face disproportionately higher levels of negative 
impacts from climate change. This results in increased calls for social and envi-
ronmental justice alongside the need to address rising inequalities between the 
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Global South and Global North. Advancing research and knowledge creation 
to support the operationalisation of policies and practice on decolonisation can 
help realise the goals of social and environmental justice and reduce inequalities.
This handbook offers a collection that critically examines decolonisation in the 
context of sustainability, climate change, energy transition, and social justice. 
The chapters offer valuable insights on what the challenges are, alongside how 
decolonisation challenges faced by Global South nations may be addressed. It 
goes beyond the simplistic notion of replacing old ideas with new ideas, which 
might lead to short-term gains and outputs but fail to address the underlying and 
root causes that help sustain and exacerbate colonial practices. Instead, the edi-
tors and authors delve deep into the field to improve the readers’ understanding 
of why proposed changes are necessary and why it is fundamental to take a long-
term and systems view that focusses on transformation – an essential requirement 
if  we are going to achieve a decolonised world that is more equitable, inclusive, 
and sustainable.

Chux Daniels

Director, Transformative Innovation Africa Hub (TIAH) and Professor,  
Department of Technology and Engineering Management, Graduate School of 
Technology Management (GSTM), University of Pretoria, South Africa

Senior Research Fellow in Science, Technology and Innovation Policy, Science 
Policy Research Unit (SPRU), University of Sussex Business School, UK



Preface

The idea for this handbook has been in development for a while and driven by our 
belief  that the voices and perspectives from the Global South are too often over-
looked in global conversations on sustainability, energy transitions, and social 
justice. The historical lack of attention to these critical voices has perpetuated 
a gap in understanding – one that this volume seeks to bridge. Our aim is to 
offer a platform for critical reflections and practical solutions shaped by the lived 
realities of communities in the Global South as they confront and adapt to these 
complex challenges.

This work is not merely an academic compilation but an urgent call to reframe 
conversations around sustainability and energy in a way that respects, incorpo-
rates, and prioritises the unique perspectives of the Global South. We hope we 
have demonstrated the academic responsibility of challenging traditional West-
ern-centric narratives while centring the knowledge, experiences, and insights that 
emerge from the Global South. In writing this handbook, we have adopted an 
approach that highlights the pressing issues facing communities in these regions 
while simultaneously offering grounded, locally informed solutions that advocate 
for social justice and equitable development.

Chance plays a significant role in research of this kind, and curating a com-
pendium of chapters of this nature is often a challenging task. Throughout this 
project, we found ourselves dedicating our Christmas and New Year holidays to 
finalising the manuscript. This is because our aim has been to balance rigorous 
academic inquiry with actionable, real-world applications. The surprising aspect, 
however, is that while the content is scholarly, it is also intended to resonate with 
practitioners, policymakers, and a broader audience committed to creating tangi-
ble change. We have strived to present a holistic view of sustainability and energy 
transitions that not only critiques existing models but also offers meaningful 
alternatives capable of fostering real change. Among the unexpected yet delight-
ful outcomes was achieving a balanced approach wherein the chapters address 
both conceptual frameworks and practical applications, focussing on integrating 
these ideas into effective policies and practices for societal benefit.

The academic community has much to contribute to the fields of sustainability 
and energy justice. However, the true value of our work lies in its capacity to influ-
ence and inform policies that directly address the needs of communities affected 
by these issues. In grounding our discussions in the contexts of the Global South, 
we have ensured that the knowledge presented here is not merely theoretical but 
actionable in helping to tackle long-standing issues of inequality and injustice.
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This detailed volume includes 14 chapters covering a wide array of topics 
related to energy, sustainability, and justice. The work is multidisciplinary and 
offers insights from diverse fields, while providing fresh perspectives on endur-
ing challenges. Each chapter combines theoretical discussions with practical 
solutions and a strong commitment to advancing decolonial approaches to sus-
tainability and energy transitions. The remarks in the introductory chapter reflect 
our perspectives on these issues, and we are acutely aware that covering the key 
aspects of such an expansive field is no easy task. We implore our readers to keep 
in mind that we have done our best to summarise what we believe are the most 
pertinent issues.

We hope this handbook serves as a valuable resource for those seeking to 
engage with contemporary issues in sustainability, energy justice, and social 
equity. Furthermore, we hope it inspires other researchers to build upon this foun-
dation. In the course of future research, we aim to explore issues that we feel have 
received scant attention or that we may have missed in this handbook.

Our heartfelt gratitude to all the authors who contributed their expertise 
and insights to this project. Without their hard work and dedication, this vol-
ume would not have been possible. We remain keenly aware that the work of 
rethinking sustainability and energy justice is far from complete. The challenges 
are ongoing, and new questions continue to arise. This book is but one step in a 
broader, continuous conversation. We hope it will encourage further research, 
dialogue, and action towards a more just and sustainable world for all.

Any shortcomings, of course, are entirely our own.

Kingsley Obi Omeihe
University of the West of Scotland
Paisley

Julius Omokhudu Irene
Transformative Innovation African Hub
Leicester

Bridget Nneka Irene
De Montfort University
Leicester

Regina Frank
University of Liverpool
Liverpool
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This handbook addresses the urgent need in the Global South to tackle climate 
change, global energy transitions, and sustainability – areas that, due to their 
importance, have increasingly dominated international policy discourses and 
scholarly debates. We begin by outlining the general nature of the subject and 
highlighting several reasons we believe have contributed to its relative neglect. We 
also contend that these issues have relevance to certain other regional contexts.

Discussions around the topic often occur within frameworks heavily influ-
enced by the historical legacies of colonialism, with such discourse continuing to 
shape the socio-economic and political contexts of the Global South. Far from 
resembling other texts, this handbook critically engages with the intersection of 
decolonisation, sustainability, energy transition, and social justice, foreground-
ing perspectives from the Global South. Not because of their greater relevance 
– there is much to be covered – but for the practical reason that their inclusion is 
essential for developing context-specific approaches to sustainable development 
that respect diverse histories, cultures, and lived experiences. Nor are we particu-
larly drawn to modern ideas of sustainability and energy transitions that claim 
to represent progress, for we recognise that these frameworks frequently originate 
from the Global North and often embody Western epistemologies, technological 
paradigms, and development priorities.

If  modern approaches are deemed progress, what then distinguishes them as a 
unique framework? We observe that the general nature of these approaches often 
marginalises or undervalues indigenous knowledge systems, community-based 
practices, and non-Western philosophies that have long guided harmonious liv-
ing with the environment. While we hope that greater clarity will emerge through 
the respective chapters, we make a few key opening points.
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First, although it is true that the resource-intensive development models of 
the Global North – often achieved at the expense of the Global South through 
resource extraction and exploitation – stand in some ways as templates for sus-
tainability and energy transitions, we are equally concerned with the paradox 
that highlights the ongoing coloniality embedded within global environmental 
governance structures. Second, the distinction between concepts such as green 
growth or net zero is often promoted without adequately addressing the histori-
cal and structural inequities that underpin global resource distribution and envi-
ronmental degradation. For nations in the Global South, these frameworks may 
perpetuate dependency, restrict sovereignty, and impose externally determined 
priorities that fail to align with local realities.

Third, decolonising sustainability involves recognising and dismantling the 
structures of power, knowledge, and economic relations that sustain inequities 
between the Global North and South. This should not be taken for granted, as it 
entails prioritising the voices, needs, and aspirations of marginalised communi-
ties, particularly those in regions disproportionately affected by climate change 
despite contributing the least to its causes. Fourth, in practice, this entails mov-
ing beyond technocratic solutions that prioritise carbon markets and renewable 
energy technologies, to embrace approaches that foreground equity, resilience, 
and justice. For example, agro-ecology and community-based forest management 
practices in the Global South highlight how local and indigenous communities 
have long engaged in sustainable practices. Those who view sustainability solely 
from a Western perspective must understand that these practices are not only 
ecologically sound but also socially equitable. This knowledge requires further 
study within the field.

Studies from a Global South perspective still appear to be neglected, and 
perhaps even contemptuously overlooked, by many of the stakeholders today. 
The same intellectual ideas associated with the transition to renewable energy 
are often heralded as a panacea for mitigating climate change and as a glorious 
opportunity, but in reality, they are seldom equitable in their implementation. 
Faced with the question of how to develop, one of the more incidental concerns 
is that large-scale renewable energy projects, such as wind farms, hydroelectric 
dams, and solar parks, are often situated in regions of the Global South, thereby 
displacing local communities and degrading ecosystems. In certain contexts, these 
projects frequently mirror the extractivist tendencies of fossil fuel industries, by 
perpetuating cycles of exploitation under the guise of clean energy.

In insisting on the scope of new approaches to decolonising energy tran-
sitions, we are not exaggerating, but sometimes it seems that there is very lit-
tle systematised knowledge. There is a need for literature to emphasise energy  
sovereignty – of course, this is the right of communities to determine how energy 
is produced, distributed, and consumed in ways that align with their cultural and 
social contexts. What we do know is that energy sovereignty rejects one-size-fits-all  
solutions and instead advocates for decentralised, locally governed systems that 
empower communities while addressing energy poverty and inequality. This per-
spective is important as it shifts the focus from global carbon reduction targets to 
the lived realities of energy access and social justice.
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Another version of this doctrine relates to social justice, and it is quite per-
missible to derive conclusions that are drawn, admittedly, with many variations. 
When one begins to study social justice in all its diversity, one becomes struck 
by the fact that it is an integral dimension of sustainability and energy transi-
tion, particularly in the Global South, where historical inequities have been com-
pounded by contemporary challenges such as climate vulnerability, economic 
instability, and political marginalisation. The notion of achieving social justice 
within these contexts requires addressing systemic inequalities that marginalise 
communities based on class, race, ethnicity, and gender. It also involves chal-
lenging the commodification of nature and recognising the value of ecosystems 
beyond their economic utility.

In questioning many of these assumptions, from a Global South perspective, 
we want to make the statement that social justice in sustainability and energy tran-
sitions also entails reparative justice. We are insistent that this includes holding, 
in some way, the Global North accountable for historical emissions and ensuring 
that climate finance mechanisms genuinely benefit vulnerable communities rather 
than perpetuating debt cycles or advancing geopolitical agendas.

This handbook is the next step in this intellectual journey!
The theoretical underpinning of contextual embeddedness advocates for ideas, 

concepts, or practices to be deeply rooted and shaped by the specific cultural, 
social, historical, and environmental context in which they exist. This perspective 
is particularly relevant in understanding and interpreting phenomena within their 
unique situational frameworks, recognising that they cannot be fully understood 
or effectively applied in isolation from their surrounding context (see Harrison & 
Omeihe, 2023; Omeihe, 2023). This sums up the need for sustainability and energy 
transitions, where indigenous and local knowledges often provide more holistic 
and context-specific solutions than technocratic or market-based approaches.

With our focus on the Global South, we offer a broader, more detailed analysis 
that aligns with frameworks such as environmental justice, which seek to address 
the disproportionate burden of environmental harms on marginalised communi-
ties. Our point is that such an approach will provide the tools to critically examine 
the power dynamics, knowledge hierarchies, and economic systems that underpin 
global sustainability and energy governance. These and other implicit assump-
tions are addressed and accounted for in the main fabric of the respective readings.

It is as a result of these issues that, in this handbook, we seek to explore knowl-
edge through various curated chapters, invested by the respective authors who 
have contributed appropriately with regard to exploring case studies from the 
Global South. We believe that it is only by studying these factors that the chal-
lenges and opportunities associated with sustainable energy transition and social 
justice can be properly appreciated. At present, given the need to advocate for a 
decolonised approach to sustainability, energy transition, and social justice, this 
handbook does not propose a rejection of modern technologies or global cooper-
ation. Instead, we hasten to insist that it calls for a reimagining of these concepts 
through the lens of equity, inclusion, and respect for diversity. We have suggested 
a number of reasons why, and we believe that achieving this vision requires the 
active participation of the Global South in global decision-making processes, the 
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recognition of historical injustices, and a commitment to redistributing resources 
and power.

The future role of us scholars interested in these issues appears to be a modest 
one, but indeed it is crucial. We want to pursue the subject partly in the hope that, 
in the longer term, the future of sustainability and energy transitions must be as 
much about justice and empowerment as it is about carbon reduction and tech-
nological innovation. This situation is ecologically urgent, and we believe that the 
Global South offers invaluable lessons in resilience, adaptability, and community-
driven solutions that can inform a more equitable and sustainable global future. 
These progressions should be a forward step, not a backward one.

Introducing the Chapters
Nurul Dwi Purwanti, Sri Najiyati, and Danarti (Chapter 1) explore Indonesia’s 
village sustainable development goals (V-SDGs) policy, localising SDGs at the vil-
lage level. They analyse achievements and constraints in implementing V-SDGs 
across varied progress levels. In highlighting significant challenges, this chapter 
proposes tailored strategies to address these, offering valuable insights. This work 
contributes to global discussions on sustainability by showcasing how localisa-
tion can bridge gaps in rural development and SDG implementation

In Chapter 2, Conniel Malek, J. D. critically examines the current sustainability 
paradigm as defined by Global North institutions, arguing it has fallen short of 
delivering the transformative systemic change it promises. Drawing on a practi-
tioner’s perspective and detailed case studies, this chapter highlights the contribu-
tions of Global South organisations to advancing a genuinely sustainable future. 
Malek contends that sustainability efforts narrowly focussed on balance often 
miss the mark, proposing that the true goal should be driving (re)connection.

Muhammad Manzoor Elahi (Chapter 3) examines the pervasive impact of 
eurocentrism on sustainability discourses by highlighting how Western notions of 
progress, modernity, and economic growth perpetuate global challenges. Despite 
decades of sustainable development efforts, the reliance on eurocentric frameworks 
hinders transformative change. Elahi calls for pluralistic approaches like pluriversal-
ity, which incorporate spirituality, culture, and collectivism, advocating for diverse 
ways of knowing and acting to address sustainability inclusively and effectively.

An interesting perspective is taken by Saveena Patara and Prateep Kumar 
Nayak (Chapter 4) who examine the impact of eurocentrism on sustainability. 
They argue that Western ideas of progress, economic growth, and commodifica-
tion of nature have shaped global sustainability challenges. Despite decades of 
efforts, the same mindset causing unsustainability persists. This chapter calls for 
inclusive, pluralistic approaches like pluriversality, integrating spirituality, cul-
ture, and collectivism to foster diverse, sustainable practices and shift away from 
eurocentric frameworks in global sustainability discourse.

In Chapter 5, Jonathan Moniz examines Sylvia Wynter’s critique of climate cri-
sis solutions framed within the concept of Man. This chapter argues that sustain-
ability practices, shaped by colonial logics, position Black and Brown bodies as 
‘waste’ subjected to environmental exhaustion. Moniz highlights how sustainable 
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development reflects White geographies and racial-sexual regulation by revealing 
the toxic underpinnings of sustainability discourses and advocating for a recon-
sideration of climate change frameworks through decolonial perspectives.

A novel stance is taken by Bridget Nneka Irene et al. (Chapter 6) who explore 
the intersection of gender, energy poverty, and energy transition. Their study high-
lights the disproportionate burden of energy poverty on women due to income 
disparities and single-parent household prevalence. Using narrative inquiry with 
data from rural women in Nigeria and South Africa, this chapter advocates dis-
mantling policy silos to ensure an inclusive, gender-equitable energy transition 
that safeguards livelihoods.

In Chapter 7, Joy Eghonghon Akakome and Yulia Fomina explore the role of 
women agripreneurs in Ogun State, Nigeria, in enhancing agriculture and food 
security. Through 14 in-depth interviews, the study investigates how these women 
adapt farming practices to address climate change and weather variability. This 
chapter highlights the impact of gender on adopting environmentally friendly 
methods and underscores the significant contribution of women to sustainable 
farming and community food security in Nigeria.

Tini Suryaningsi et al. (Chapter 8) investigate the role of women haul truck 
drivers in Indonesia’s PT Vale Nickel mining area. Despite the patriarchal sys-
tem in traditional communities, women in this study challenge gender norms by 
performing jobs traditionally reserved for men. Using qualitative methods, the 
research highlights the courage and independence of these women, showing that 
gender equality can thrive even in male-dominated industries.

In Chapter 9, Vishnu Achutha Menon, Juby Thomas, and Lijo P. Thomas chal-
lenge prevailing views by exploring the impact of zero-waste management on the 
social, community, and personal development of Kudumbashree women in Ker-
ala. Through a study of 512 women engaged in agriculture, the research finds that 
those practising zero-waste management show greater involvement in civic activi-
ties and enhanced personal fulfilment. The study highlights the significant role of 
zero-waste behaviour in fostering empowerment and community engagement.

The next chapter, by George Kwame Fobiri et al. (Chapter 10), explores the 
role of gender in Africa’s textile industry, which has significantly contributed to 
cultural and economic development. This chapter emphasises that promoting 
gender equality in textile production is crucial for sustainable growth. The find-
ings highlight that while women excel in traditional techniques, men occupy tech-
nical roles, and gender inclusivity is key for advancing the industry.

The chapter by Dwi Surti Junida and Tini Suryaningsi (Chapter 11) explores 
the interplay between government childcare policies and the traditional parenting 
practices of the Dayak Bakati ethnicity in Indonesia. Through in-depth interviews 
and observations in Bengkayang District, the study highlights how community-led 
childcare emphasises values like solidarity, respect, and environmental steward-
ship. The findings underscore the importance of integrating cultural traditions into 
modern childcare policies while balancing tradition and evolving societal demands.

The chapter by Lis Purbandini et al. (Chapter 12) explores the historical evo-
lution of transmigration in Indonesia, from the colonial era to the present. It 
examines its role in addressing unemployment, poverty, and regional disparities 
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while fostering equitable development through settlement creation. The study 
highlights transmigration’s success in spurring economic growth but also its chal-
lenges, including cross-cultural tensions. Lessons from Indonesia’s programme 
provide insights for addressing similar global development issues sustainably.

Decolonising business and entrepreneurship curricula is critical, yet its connec-
tion to sustainability remains underexplored. In the next chapter, Rifat Kamasak 
et al. (Chapter 13) examine biases in Western-dominated curricula that margin-
alise Global South practices. In integrating indigenous knowledge, local models, 
and diverse pedagogies, this chapter explores pathways to equitable education. 
The findings highlight strategies to redefine curricula and promote sustainable 
development, with implications for global education policy.

In Chapter 14, Doyin Olorunfemi explores ecological protectionism through 
the lens of African indigenous practices and spiritual intelligence. Focussing 
on communities in Ghana, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe, this chapter reveals how 
beliefs, taboos, and rituals safeguard sacred areas and foster reverence for ances-
tral spirits and non-human species. These practices create a unique form of 
African spiritual intelligence with proven environmental benefits by offering a 
credible, non-Western approach to addressing ecological challenges.

Outlook for the Future
We are pleased to present this handbook as a key contribution to the ongoing con-
versation on sustainable energy transition and social justice from the perspective of 
the Global South. Our main goal is to provide a detailed and critical examination 
of the pressing, while offering valuable insights into the distinct challenges faced 
by Global South nations. This handbook seeks to make a significant impact by 
addressing the need to decolonise sustainability and energy transitions. It gathers 
diverse perspectives from the Global South by highlighting voices that are often 
marginalised in global discussions. These contributions are vital for developing  
context-specific solutions that honour local knowledge, cultures, and lived experi-
ences. While the chapters provide valuable findings, we acknowledge that there are 
limitations in fully capturing the complexity of these issues. These gaps offer oppor-
tunities for future scholars to expand upon and refine the approaches presented here.

Looking forward, we foresee a future where sustainability and energy tran-
sitions are centred on more inclusive and equitable models by empowering the 
Global South to determine its own development trajectory. Ongoing research 
should focus on how decolonisation frameworks can reshape global governance 
in ensuring that the needs and perspectives of communities in the Global South 
are integral to decision-making. Such a shift will foster more sustainable, just, and 
community-driven solutions to climate and energy challenges.

In conclusion, this handbook calls for a reimagining of sustainable energy tran-
sition and social justice through the lens of the Global South. It challenges tradi-
tional narratives and encourages readers to explore how alternative, locally rooted 
approaches can offer solutions for a fairer, more sustainable future. We hope this 
volume will be a valuable resource that sparks further research and deepens the 
understanding of decolonial perspectives in sustainability and energy transitions.
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