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Foreword

Rahma Bourquia
Sociologist and Anthropologist, Member of the Academy of the Kingdom of
Morocco

This book brings together articles by authors from countries on three continents:
Africa, Latin America and Asia, presenting experiences of projects and initia-
tives reflecting the dynamics of development. What emerges from these articles is
that many countries that in the past had to live through the colonial experience
have, in the post-colonial period, undertaken reconstruction by establishing insti-
tutions and putting in place policies to overcome deficits in human development
in the fields of education, health and employment, while at the same time deploy-
ing technological infrastructures and strengthening both agriculture and envi-
ronmental conservation. In terms of political institutions, initiatives are being
undertaken in several countries to strengthen the democratisation process, and by
putting in place mechanisms for social inclusion. There have also been initiatives
and significant progress in improving the conditions of women and their integra-
tion into the economic fabric, with measures to strengthen their capacities. Other
articles deal with immigration policies that make the mobility of populations a
phenomenon that promotes human intermingling and preserves links between
peoples. Progress has been made, and much remains to be done in the countries
of the South, where successful experiments are emerging.

In some countries of the South, young people are trying to assert themselves
and express their ideas, driven by a desire to play a part in building their countries.
New forms of political expression are emerging to break free from the shack-
les of the past and make their voices heard, both in their own countries and on
the world stage. In most of these countries, civil societies are serving as vectors
of innovation in the fields of education, health, democratisation and the fight
against corruption. Countries that have experienced social, political and ethnic
upheaval have been able to find mechanisms for conflict resolution and recon-
ciliation in favour of appeasement and reconstruction and serve as a model of
reference.

At present, all countries are going through a period marked by the end of a
pandemic that has revealed the vulnerability of those who were unable to pro-
tect themselves against the scourge. The post-pandemic period has also disrupted
economies and created inflation, which is not happening without reinforcing ine-
qualities between populations, and testing the resilience of societies to overcome
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its effects. Today, the Russia—Ukraine war raises the spectre of an upheaval in the
global balance of power. Despite all the constraints that accompany this global
upheaval, the promising beginnings of a new era are on the horizon. Against this
backdrop, the Global South is attempting to chart a new path of hope through
the experiences of a development process at work, so that it becomes a plural
voice that is heard throughout the world.

In the context of the significant changes that the world is going through, the
dynamics of the countries of the Global South, despite structural and cyclical
constraints, have become a reality. The chapters in this book reflect the idea of a
South that speaks for itself and demonstrates the dynamics of concrete experi-
ences that hold out the promise of hope. By recounting initiatives and projects
from countries in Africa, Latin America and Asia, the authors collectively draw
up a map of success stories and tell of a hope for the present that presages a
promise for the future.
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General Introduction: Building Hope,

Perspectives and Experiences from the
Global South

Marcelo Sili

CONICET, Universidad Nacional del Sur, Argentina

The idea and concept of the global south are controversial and polysemic. It is
used to group together all those countries and territories that have less beneficial
development conditions, with significant levels of poverty, inequality and margin-
alisation, often linked to their heavy colonial history and economic and cultural
dependence. The concept of the global south has been referenced to the coun-
tries formerly known as the third world. In recent decades, however, this concept
has been extended and applied not only to the previously mentioned third-world
countries, but also to cities and regions. Thus, it is argued that there are not only
countries in the global south, but also territories that can be called ‘souths’ in
northern countries, referring to poor and marginalised areas in richer countries,
as well as ‘northern’ or rich areas in the countries of the global south.

The common element of these territories, countries or regions, is the presence
of a heavy legacy of colonisation and imperial hegemonies, which defined condi-
tioned but very heterogeneous development trajectories, resulting in very different
situations today. There are countries and regions where very traditional produc-
tion systems persist, based on dense family farming, with communities trying to
sustain themselves in very discouraging contexts, marked by a lack of infrastruc-
ture and employment and by high levels of poverty and violence. The existence
of difficult determinations, conditioning factors and realities in the global south
cannot be ignored: famine, violence and corrupt leaders, massive migration, envi-
ronmental deterioration, among many other things. There is clearly a profuse
bibliography on these problems around the world, both in developed countries
and in the countries of the global south, as well as hundreds of institutions and
research networks that point out and diagnose all these problems.

However, in spite of the strong conditionalities derived from the forms of
insertion of countries in global contexts, four key elements have been observed in
recent decades that can generate new conditions for the reconfiguration of social,
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political and economic relations. These are, firstly, the profound technological
change in terms of communications, mobility and production systems; secondly,
the social and cultural change around the relationship between society and
nature; thirdly, the change in the global conditions of accumulation, which entails
profound novelties in terms of geopolitics and the game of actors. Fourthly, the
demand coming from developing societies for an accelerated process of develop-
ment in terms of democracy and justice led by actors of civil society, youth and
media. These four elements open up possibilities for the generation of new initia-
tives, eventually capable of reconfiguring the dominant socio-technical model.

For example, at the level of political and social development, new initiatives
are emerging in the political arena in some countries of the global south that are
engaging in the democratic process. We find also other countries that have estab-
lished ways for reconciliation after periods of violence. Many other develop-
ing countries have undertaken reforms of education or adopted a gender policy
to improve the status of women or policies to reduce poverty. The issue of the
role of the state in development is raised, especially since the pandemic period
has created a concern about the role of the state and its reform. New initia-
tives can be observed also in terms of production (small industries, agroecology,
bioeconomy with high added value, renewable energies, etc.), as well as in other
dimensions: tourism and enjoyment of spaces; rescue and revaluation of socio-
cultural heritage (recovery of sites, recovery of gastronomic heritage, etc.); pro-
tection of natural resources, landscape and habitat (revaluation of landscapes,
bioconstruction); migration and installation of young people in rural areas or
small cities, among others.

These developments feedback on each other, generating retroactive loops, sys-
tem effects, causal chains, etc., in many cases creating virtuous processes of vary-
ing size and complexity. These initiatives are triggered by profound technological
change, by the search for democracy and peace and also by a growing concern
and interest in the protection and care of the environment.

There is no doubt that development is a holistic model dealing with the inte-
gration of developing countries into the global economy, considering the role of
the state in each country in leading development and setting policies, in providing
innovative solutions to the economic constraints, in establishing the democratic
process, in establishing a system of governance and accountability, and in devel-
oping culture and capacity building among the population.

Thus, there seems to be reason to believe that the undeniable panorama of
constraints and difficulties may finally begin to be reversed and overcome, giving
way to more hopeful dynamics and realities.

The main idea of this book is to identify in developing countries of the global
south specific innovative and successful projects and processes that are having a
structural impact in changing the model of development, and that make it pos-
sible to imagine new development paths in the Global South. Thus, this book
seeks to qualify, question and even refute the monolithic ideas and images of
the impossibility of building opportunities for improving the quality of life and
overcoming the different constraints of development in the Global South. Itis a
book based on the premise as it is stated in the book New Paths of Development:
Perspectives from the Global South
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The first premise is that it is necessary to regain confidence in the
future. This means to overcome any determinism that mainstreams
the defining features of the current scenario or the undesirable con-
sequences it potentially contains. It is essential to believe in the via-
bility of other future world-systems. Therefore, overcoming fatalism
and restoring confidence in the future is a fundamental stance, as
trust is the basic raw material for building visions and alternative
pathways for a more equitable future. (Bourqia & Sili, 2021, p. 13)

In this sense, the book can be considered and understood as a kaleidoscope
of opportunities and potentialities in the global south, which opens the doors to
think about the future with more hope.

Hope Is the Keyword in This Book

Indeed, one of the most notorious features that characterise the countries of the
global south is the double meaning of the idea of the future. On the one hand, the
future is viewed and perceived critically, with a certain disillusionment, as it is a view
constructed from the inertia of a present that does not offer peace, justice, wealth and
happiness; it is a view constructed from poverty, marginality, war and chaos. If the
countries of the global south stick to and persist in this outlook, it is logical to remain
in a vicious circle of disillusionment and lack of future projects, because the future
has no meaning. However, in the pain of everyday life, hunger, war and marginalisa-
tion, new ideas about the future are also being built, about possible futures, which
are always in the process of being realised and which are based on the idea of hope.

Hope constitutes, by definition, the search for alleviation of everyday prob-
lems; it is, as Bloch says (Bloch, 2004), a consciousness that seeks in the future
what has not yet been given, an anticipatory consciousness of a possible world,
of a better world. This hope is based on the human impulse towards Happiness,
which is why it clearly constitutes the motor of history, since it does not remain a
simple utopia, but is an action that builds new futures.

Hope constitutes a movement towards the good, not simply a desire (Eagle-
ton), therefore it does not arise on its own, it needs a process of conscious, ardu-
ous, systematic construction, anchored in everyday reality. An inactive society
does not build hope but remains submerged in the conditioning facts of history
and in dependence on other societies or countries. Hope is built with patience,
not like wishes that are sporadic, fleeting and random, this construction of hope
requires not only enthusiasm, but also reason anchored in real and significant
facts, with experiences, with people’s work, because hope is also a pedagogical
process of learning how people build the world and their future (Eagleton, 2016).
People, societies and countries themselves construct hope at the same time as they
construct their daily actions and projects in search of a better future. Therefore,
hope is not an empty element of reality, but is nourished by reality itself, which,
although hard and often suffering, is a conscious reality and, therefore, thought
and understood in order to be overcome. Thus, hope is not a magical and naive
force; on the contrary, there is only hope when there are also possibilities for the
future, but also possibilities for failure and darkness.
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Hope is also to be understood as the vital energy that builds, despite all
restrictions and limitations, new goals and new meanings of the future, a future
expressed in potential, for which it is important to strive, because it creates mean-
ing in the empty course of time (Bloch, 2004). Hope, understood as the vital
energy of a society, contributes to effective action, since hoping for that desired
future implies striving to make it a reality.

This book is based on the idea that innovation processes and people’s projects
are an input for the construction of a better future. We think of the actions, or
innovative projects that emerge in the countries of the global south, not only as
innovative processes in themselves, but also as instruments illuminated by hope
for building a different future.

Five interrelated questions emerge to identify innovative policies or actions
and new realities and processes that have a structural impact on society:

1. What type of initiatives can be observed, and what are their trajectories?
We are interested in understanding the socio-cultural and economic
motivations that encourage these new practices, as well as their trajectories,
in order to understand their contextual conditions and their opportunities
for replication.

2. What are the factors that make or limit the development of these initiatives?
Understanding this will make it possible to systematise causes and effects and
also to define more clearly the policy options for sustaining the new dynamics.

3. Whoare the key actors in these processes of change and what forms of organi-
sation have they promoted? (governance). We are interested in understanding
the forms of organisation of collective action and private action, because this
is relevant for thinking about new forms of governance and the promotion
of national development.

4. Do these innovations really contribute to the structuring and organisation of
new sustainable development dynamics?

5. Do these initiatives, which currently appear as ‘niche’ activities, have the
capacity to transform themselves into a stable system of action and thus
influence and modify the dominant socio-technical model, structuring a new
development logic and dynamics? This question is crucial, as it invites us to
analyse whether these initiatives can overcome the instance of ‘special cases’,
to become structuring initiatives of another development model.

The backbone hypothesis of the book is that in the Global South there are
emerging initiatives sustained on the basis of new contextual conditions, expec-
tations and visions of development, such as the growing concern for the envi-
ronment and habitat, new forms of relationship with nature, new consumption
patterns, new demands for rights and democracy, and the search for new and
greater opportunities for economic development and employment. These innova-
tive processes are integrated into the current socio-technical regime and modified
over time; this dynamic would make it possible to reconfigure the current socio-
technical regime and from there modify and build new development itineraries
and trajectories, capable of offering new opportunities to the population.
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Clearly, the structural problems of the Global South are not denied, but the book
defines itself precisely as the ‘book of current and future opportunities’ or as the
‘book of ongoing experiences that should be enhanced’. This contrast is legitimate
and important and defines and distinguishes this work. Seen in this way, this book
has a clear political intentionality, aimed at generating and focusing a new message
on the opportunities for building a better future. It is a work that extends several of
the lines opened by the book New Paths of Development, published in 2021.

In order to open the debate and to reflect on the opportunities for develop-
ment in the countries of the Global South, this book presents a number of signifi-
cant cases of innovation (36 cases), which suggest new ways of solving structural
problems. In brief, each case will be a ‘lesson to be considered’, an example of
opportunities for development alternatives. These are successful experiences that
have left their traces have had an impact on the development of their societies
and have opened the doors to new paths of development. Each of these 36 cases
or experiences is presented by different authors from Latin America, Africa and
Asia, as well as by colleagues from other continents related to the development
problems of their countries and regions of origin.

These innovative experiences or cases have been regrouped and organised into
five main thematic parts, as follows:

1. In Search for Peace and Democracy-Building. This part emphasises experi-
ences that have made it possible to overcome violence in many countries
as a result of guerrilla warfare, inter-ethnic wars, border conflicts, conflicts
over the monopolisation of resources, or reconciliation and transitional jus-
tice after dictatorship or apartheid etc. But also, through this part, we can
observe cases of strengthening identities and revaluing cultural heritage in a
broad sense. The aim is to show through these cases how the countries of the
Global South manage to build their own culture, revaluing their roots and
their cultures, which are ultimately what allows them to sustain themselves
in the dynamics of globalisation. In this thematic part, 6 cases or innovative
experiences are presented.

2. Organising Territories and Infrastructures to Improve Life. The objective
in this part is to identify innovative experiences in territorial planning and
organisation and in the creation and management of infrastructures (roads,
water, energy), improvements in collective facilities (community centres,
schools, hospitals) and housing, to generate better living conditions, improve
the quality of life and reduce territorial imbalances and conflicts. We observe
how societies are constructing decentralisation and innovative forms of ter-
ritorial management of the countryside, of cities, which can point to new
itineraries of territorial planning, management and development. In this the-
matic part, 7 cases or innovative experiences are presented.

3. Revitalising the Economy with a Sustainable Approach. Emphasis is placed on
showing experiences of overcoming the traditional productive matrix and the
construction of other productive itineraries capable of generating employment
in a dignified and sustainable manner. Innovative processes are presented that
can mark alternative paths of development, but not only product innovations,
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but above all innovations in the ways of producing, linking societies, solving
problems, and illuminating new paths and ways of doing things. We also explore
the new opportunities generated in each of the countries, beyond the approach
of adaptation and competitiveness that marks the dynamics of capitalist globali-
sation, and which has allowed many countries to compete in the world market.
In this thematic part, 8 cases or innovative experiences are presented.

4. Ensuring Environmental Sustainability. In this part, the aim is to identify
experiences that point the way to environmental sustainability, both in urban
and rural areas. These may be experiences linked to the protection of natural
ecosystems (forests, forests, grasslands, and maritime coasts), as well as to the
reduction of environmental risks and conflicts and the deterioration of the
environment due to human intervention (solid waste, pollution in general,
reduction of species, among others). In this thematic part, 6 cases or innova-
tive experiences are presented.

5. Inclusive and Caring Worlds. In this part, we want to present cases of socially
innovative processes or policies that were applied with success and had a
great impact in education, building capacities, health, poverty, gender, youth,
etc. This part emphasises experiences that have made it possible to overcome
violence in many countries as a result of guerrilla warfare, inter-ethnic wars,
border conflicts, conflicts over the monopolisation of resources, or recon-
ciliation and transitional justice after dictatorship or apartheid, etc. But
also, through this part, we can observe cases of strengthening identities and
revaluing cultural heritage in a broad sense. In this thematic part, 9 cases or
innovative experiences are presented.

Many of the initiatives analysed can be considered niche actions and special
cases, but in other cases, many of these have given rise to more structured and sus-
tainable public policies over time. In sum, this book will offer a kaleidoscopic pano-
rama of some 36 cases linked to hopeful experiences of development alternatives in
the Global South, enriched with cartography, infographics and photographs.

The book is organised as follows: in addition to this general introduction, five
main thematic parts are presented, within each of which there is a brief intro-
duction that explains the different cases of this part from a cross-cutting and
comparative perspective. Then, within each of these parts, the different chapters
or case studies are presented. Finally, a general conclusion of the whole book is
presented, in terms of a general reflection on the future and Hope in the countries
of the Global South.
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