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Preface

Dark tourism has seen a surge in popularity in the last decade as people seek a 
richer travel experience, choosing to meaningfully engage with our more trou-
bling heritage rather than opting for merely escapist vacations. It is a multidi-
mensional combination of history, tradition, tourism, and sufferings or tragedies. 
This ‘The Emerald Handbook of International Dark Tourism’ is the conclusive 
reference manuscript for the study of ‘dark tourism’, so as to provide people with 
a chance to reflect on the past and also how our significant sufferings will be 
remembered in future tourist economies and present gloomy tourism futures. 
Dark tourism is something more than simply visiting the destinations; it’s also 
about how those destinations force us to face own values, fear, anxieties, and 
beliefs.
By bringing together valuable contributors from around the world, this 

handbook attempts to cover as many dark sites as possible. The contributors of 
the handbook discuss on dark tourism management and development, dark 
tourism elements, dark literary tourism routes, untapped potential of dark 
tourism, role of government and community in developing dark sites, technology 
advancement and virtual dark tourism, digital narratives and storytelling for 
promoting dark tourism sites, black magic and its impact on mental well-being as 
well as tool for economic upliftment with the motivations behind dark tourism, 
the ethics surrounding it, and the ways in which these sites shape our collective 
memory. This handbook covers issues that are of interest to students, scholars, 
researchers, academicians, and professionals across a spectrum of disciplines, 
from management to the arts and humanities with the cultural studies and 
psychology.
We, the editors, wish to express our gratitude to Emerald, a leading world 

publisher as well as to all contributors from India, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, 
Portugal, Spain, Australia, Germany, Bangladesh, Turkey, Iraq, and Pakistan 
who devoted their time for writing the chapters for International Handbook of 
Dark Tourism. It gives us an understanding of the world we live in.

Dr. Anukrati Sharma 
Dr. Shruti Arora



This page intentionally left blank



Chapter 1

Conceptualization of the Darkest Events in 
Human History From the Tourism 
Perspective
Prajapati Hemant Triloki Prasad a and Hardik 
Bharatbhai Bhadeshiya b

a The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, India
b National Forensic Sciences University, Gandhinagar Campus, India

Abstract

This chapter aims to shed light on some of the darkest events in human 
history, which later turned into tourism spots. This study examines the 
historical context, consequences, and underlying factors that contributed to 
their occurrence by analyzing widely recognized and deeply impactful 
events. The methodology involves an extensive literature review of research 
papers, articles, and books published on dark tourism.
Genocide, the Holocaust, assassinations, incarcerations, catastrophes, 

ethnic cleansing, and World War II are covered in the chapter. The chapter 
shows human brutality, bigotry, and the perils of unbridled authority. They 
demonstrate the repercussions of hatred, discrimination, human rights 
violations, and the influence of political ideology and social instability. 
Over the past decade, history’s darkest events have emerged as a concept 

of dark tourism, attracting numerous people worldwide. Dark tourism is 
visiting natural and recreated areas of death, horror, cruelty, or depravity 
that have disturbed the public conscience. Dark tourism shows our passion 
for facing and understanding our darkest past. This tourism highlights the 
delicate balance between curiosity, respect, and the ethical challenges 
associated with visiting sites of tragedy and suffering.
This chapter serves as a reminder of the atrocities throughout history, 

urging us to learn from the past and strive for a brighter future.
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Keywords: Dark tourism; holocaust; genocide; memorial sites; catastrophic 
events

Introduction
Throughout history, human society has experienced catastrophic incidents that 
entailed suffering, conflict, and loss. These incidents have had long-term impacts 
on societies and are forever remembered by sites of historical tragedies. The 
culture of visiting these sites, popularly known as dark tourism, has garnered 
academia’s attention, with researchers discussing its morality, social implica-
tions, and educational value (Smith, 2002).
Dark tourism is travel to places that are linked to death, tragedy, and human 

suffering. Such places may be ex-concentration camps, battlefields, memorials, 
assassination sites, and disaster-stricken areas due to natural or man-made 
causes. Dark tourism is researched by scholars to understand why individuals 
visit such places, the commodification of suffering, and how such places are part 
of collective memory. Scholars apply a historical and analytical perspective to 
understand how such places serve as places of mourning, reflection, and 
controversy.
Dark tourism has its origins in antiquity, when sites of battle and execution 

and sites of ancient ruins were visited for curiosity or reverence. In recent times, 
it has been the form of an organized activity, with government agencies and 
institutions being the major players in maintaining and displaying these sites as 
sites of education.
Auschwitz-Birkenau, widely known as a prime example of dark tourism, is a 

symbol of both human tragedy and strength (Lewis et al., 2022). Genocide sites, 
like the Rwandan Genocide Memorial in Kigali and the Killing Fields in 
Cambodia, also confront visitors with the harsh realities of mass atrocities. These 
places are poignant reminders of the risks of unbridled power and discrimination 
and compel individuals to reflect on the value of fostering tolerance and peace. In 
addition to genocide, dark tourism also encompasses places that are associated 
with political repression, war, and targeted assassinations.
Natural and human-made catastrophes also contribute to dark tourism. The 

Chernobyl nuclear disaster is a popular destination, drawing tourists who are 
fascinated by its haunting desolation. The site of the attack on Pearl Harbor is 
also a major site of remembrance, honoring victims and illustrating the impact of 
war. These sites combine tragedy, commemoration, and tourism, which forces 
tourists to engage with painful histories while fostering international solidarity.
The ethical concerns of dark tourism remain a subject of controversy. Some 

are of the opinion that these tours promote sensitivity and empathy, but others 
bemoan the commercialization of suffering, especially where sites are exploited 
for economic gains or amusement. Achieving a balance between education and 
exploitation is critical; hence, the necessity that such sites be visited with 
respectfulness and historical accuracy.
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The dark tourism psychology also asks why people are attracted to places of 
suffering. People are motivated in various ways, ranging from learning from 
history to morbid fascination (Lewis et al., 2022). Others are culturally or per-
sonally linked to such tragedies, while others have a sense of moral obligation to 
pay tribute to the victims and not allow history to be forgotten. This ambivalence 
is one of the intense emotional and intellectual investments dark tourism evokes.
Media representation also impacts dark tourism. Movies, documentaries, and 

literature inform the public about these places and their impact on the under-
standing of history. Museums and tours contribute to the storytelling, which 
becomes an issue with historical factualness, national identity, and cultural 
memory. It is necessary that these places have balanced and respectful narratives 
to enable meaningful engagement with history and avoid disinformation.
To comprehend the significance of dark tourism better, it is important to 

explore some sites that have emerged as focal points for knowledge-seekers 
behind tragic history. The following segments cover major sites of dark tour-
ism, beginning with Chernobyl, Ukraine, a haunting reminder of one of the 
world’s most notorious nuclear disasters.

Chernobyl Ukraine
A catastrophic nuclear accident (see Fig. 1.1) occurred at the Chernobyl Nuclear 
Power Plant on April 26, 1986, during a safety test in the plant’s reactor four in 
Ukraine, then a part of the Soviet Union. The test aimed to simulate a power 
outage and assess whether the reactor’s turbines could generate sufficient power 
to keep the coolant pumps running until the backup diesel generators kicked in. 
However, a series of events led to a critical power surge and a subsequent 
explosion due to design flaws, operator errors, and rule violations.
The explosion released a massive amount of radioactive material into the 

atmosphere, causing immediate devastation and casualties, instantly killing two 
plant workers and others suffering acute radiation sickness. The Soviet author-
ities initially downplayed the severity of the accident, but it was detected inter-
nationally by monitoring stations in Sweden, which alerted the international 
community. As the extent of the disaster became apparent, a large-scale evacu-
ation of nearby towns and villages was initiated.
The helicopters dropped sand, lead, clay, and other materials onto the 

exposed reactor core to contain the fire and prevent further release of radioactive 
material. Additionally, miners were brought in to dig a tunnel beneath the 
reactor to install a heat exchanger to cool the core and prevent groundwater 
contamination.
The immediate aftermath resulted in an increase in radiation-related illnesses 

and deaths among cleanup workers and emergency responders. Long-term 
health effects have been seen due to the release of radioactive materials, 
including thousands of additional cancer cases of thyroid, cardiovascular dis-
ease, leukemia, cataract issues, and other health issues that are still being studied 
(Cardis & Hatch, 2011).
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The Chernobyl disaster had a global impact. It highlighted the dangers of 
nuclear power and led to substantial changes in nuclear safety measures and 
regulations worldwide. The incident resulted in the decline of public confidence 
in the Soviet government and shaped public opinion and policies related to 
nuclear energy.
Today, the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone, a 30-kilometer radius around the 

plant, remains uninhabited mainly due to contamination. The main tourist 
attraction is the inactive nuclear power plant, reactor No. 4, covered with a 
concrete and steel sarcophagus. The abandoned city of Pripyat is called the 
“ghost town” (see Fig. 1.2). The “Duga” radar station (also dubbed “The Eye of 
Moscow”) is an artifact of the Cold War—these sites’ mysterious and dark 
history attracts increasing numbers of tourists (Bakota et al., 2020).
In November 2011, the Ukrainian authorities declared Chernobyl a safe 

tourist destination. However, they required all the tours on the site to be con-
trolled by professional tour guides. They also presented a set of rules for all site 
visitors, including safety measures and instructions regarding safety, security, 
protective clothing, and possible dangerous places in destinations with high 
radiation levels. After the site’s opening in 2011, it started gaining more popu-
larity and increasing the number of visitors yearly. From 2017 to 2019, the 
number of people who visited the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone increased from 
46,136 to 124,423, according to SRD (Statista, 2021), almost doubling the 
number each year.
In July 2019, the president of Ukraine, Vladimir Zelensky, announced his 

intentions to make Chernobyl an open site for tourism after the new sarcoph-
agus’s construction was finished, reducing radiation emissions and enabling the 
site to take in more tourists every year (Min Dyk, 2021). Another reason for that 
announcement, in my opinion, was the realization of the potential of Chernobyl

Fig. 1.1. Atom Nuclear Power Plant. Source: https://pixabay.com/

4 Prajapati Hemant Triloki Prasad and Hardik Bharatbhai Bhadeshiya

https://pixabay.com/


as a tourist attraction, as the site had a very successful year (2019), taking in over 
124,000 visitors and bringing the economy of Ukraine over 100 million dollars 
via the tourism industry. According to the President, making Chernobyl an 
official dark tourism destination is one way to change its image as the site of the 
world’s worst nuclear disaster. He hoped it would be possible to save and 
develop the city’s tourism infrastructure and keep environmental conditions 
sound, as the area has been uninhabited for 35 years.

The Shadows of Destruction in Hiroshima and Nagasaki
The fateful mornings of August 6th and 9th, 1945, unleashed unimaginable 
human suffering and devastation upon the unsuspecting cities of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, as lives were abruptly taken, families torn apart, communities shat-
tered, and once-vibrant urban landscapes reduced to mere remnants, etching an 
indelible emotional scar upon the conscience of humanity.

The Bombing Attack on Hiroshima and Nagasaki

The surrender of the Axis powers in World War II marked a significant turning 
point. Italy surrendered in 1943, followed by Germany in May 1945 after the 
suicide of Adolf Hitler. However, Japan remained determined to continue 
fighting despite its deteriorating military position. The Allied powers devised 
Operation Downfall, which involved a full-scale invasion of Japan to end the war 
swiftly.
The Battle of Okinawa, fought from April 1 to June 22, 1945, a battle between 

the United States and Japan, shocked the Americans, as it was one of the

Fig. 1.2. Chernobyl Pripyat. Source: https://pixabay.com/
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bloodiest conflicts in the Pacific. The high casualties suffered by both sides 
(12,000 plus American soldiers lost their lives, 50,000 soldiers were injured and 
more than 100,000 Japanese soldiers died) made it clear that a ground invasion 
of Japan would result in immense loss of life. It led the United States to explore 
alternative methods to force Japan’s surrender (Megan, 2000).
On April 12, 1945, President Franklin D. Roosevelt passed away, and Vice 

President Harry Truman assumed the presidency. Truman soon became aware of 
the top-secret Manhattan Project, which aimed to develop the world’s first 
atomic bomb. Believing that the atomic bomb held the key to ending the war, 
Truman decided to use it to end the war (Bernstein, 1941).
On July 26, 1945, the leaders of the Allied powers issued the Potsdam Dec-

laration, warning Japan to surrender unconditionally or face “prompt and utter 
destruction.” Despite this injunction, Japan refused to surrender (Neiman, 2015).
On August 6, 1945, the American B-29 bomber Enola Gay dropped the first 

atomic bomb, called “Little Boy,” on the city of Hiroshima (see Fig. 1.3). The 
explosion instantly killed around 140,000 people and caused long-term suffering 
due to injuries and radiation poisoning. The attack on Hiroshima left the city 
shattered and its survivors traumatized. Truman once again called for Japan’s 
surrender, but it was met with refusal.
On August 9, 1945, the United States dropped a second atomic bomb, “Fat 

Man,” on the city of Nagasaki, resulting in the deaths of approximately 80,000

Fig. 1.3. The “Little Boy” Bomb Dropped. Source: https://pixabay. 
com/
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people. The combined death toll from the two bombings reached 210,000 civil-
ians (Adams & Bonnie Greenfield, 2001).
Finally, on August 15, 1945, Japanese Emperor Hirohito announced Japan’s 

unconditional surrender, ending World War II (Pape, 1993).
Over the years after the bombing attacks, several memorials and museums 

were built in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, which attracted tourists from around the 
world. People have shown curiosity to know about the tragic events. The 
memorial and museum stand as a poignant testament to the enduring spirit of 
resilience and pursuit of peace. These parks and museums, meticulously designed 
and curated, serve as living memorials to honor the victims of the atomic 
bombings and to promote a profound message of reconciliation and harmony. It 
serves as an essential educational institution, providing historical context, per-
sonal stories, and information that deepens understanding and empathy.
At Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park, at the heart of the park lies the Peace 

Memorial Museum, comprised of two buildings that provide a comprehensive 
overview of Hiroshima’s history and the advent of the nuclear bomb. The 
Atomic Bomb Dome was originally the Prefectural Industrial Promotion Hall 
(see Fig. 1.4). Despite the destructive power of the atomic bomb, the building 
remained standing amidst the devastation. Today, it is recognized as a UNESCO 
World Heritage site. It serves as a tangible connection to Hiroshima’s unique 
history. Another significant feature of the park is the Cenotaph for the A-Bomb 
victims (see Fig. 1.5). The arched tomb honors those who lost their lives due to 
the bombing attacks. Names of over 220,000 victims are inscribed in a stone 
chest beneath the arch. Every year, on the anniversary of the bomb, a solemn

Fig. 1.4. Atomic Bomb Dome. Source: https://pixabay.com/
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ceremony takes place at the Peace Memorial Park. Speeches are delivered, 
wreaths are laid at the Cenotaph, and a moment of silence is observed at 8:15 a. 
m., precisely marking the moment of detonation. This annual commemoration 
serves as a reminder of the profound impact of nuclear weapons and the 
imperative of pursuing peace.
The Nagasaki Peace Park, comprising two parks and a memorial museum, 

serves as a serene tribute to the devastating atomic bombing that took place on 
August 9, 1945, in Nagasaki (see Fig. 1.6). The central section of the complex is 
the Hypocenter Park, featuring a simple black monolith that marks the exact 
point of the explosion. Adjacent to it stands a damaged pillar from the former 
Uramaki Cathedral, which was destroyed in the blast. Additionally, visitors can 
observe a layer of exposed soil beneath the park, where remnants of broken roof 
tiles, bricks, and shards of glass from the bombing are still visible. Above the 
Hypocenter Park, the Nagasaki Atomic Bomb Museum stands as a solemn 
testament to educate future generations about the horrors of war. It is accom-
panied by a memorial hall for the victims of the atomic bomb, characterized by 
its striking modern architecture. To the north, across the street from the 
Hypocenter Park, lies the Memorial Park. This section encompasses the iconic 
Peace Statue, a grand fountain, and various other memorials presented to the 
city by governments and organizations worldwide, notably, dedicated monu-
ments honoring the Korean and Chinese victims who perished in the bombing.

Fig. 1.5. Cenotaph for the Bomb Victims. Source: https://pixabay. 
com/
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