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About the Book

Multi-Level Governance (MLG) is a highly influential, supple and ductile framework for
interpreting governance in complex polities. Yet, criticisms have been aimed at its
allegedly overly ‘descriptive’, rather than explanatory, power. This volume argues that
progress in both the study and the practice of MLG may derive from developing linkages
with disciplines, perspectives and issues that have so far not been explored in
connection to MLG. By discussing cases ranging from nuclear power policy to
environmental policy in both the Western world and in Eastern Asia, and by engaging
different theoretical perspectives and issues of practical significance, such as legitimacy
in public decisions or the management of risk in multi-level settings, the book proposes
ways forward for advancing the understanding of MLG - a framework of reference in
the analysis of contemporary governance. The book will provide scholars and students
in the fields of public administration, public policy and political science with key
concepts for the analysis of contemporary governance issues, and will be a source of
ideas for practitioners and policy-makers engaged in making public decisions in
complex polities.
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