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About the Book

Over the past decade social movement scholarship has reflected the robust nature of

many of the movements themselves. Innovative lines of inquiry and new theoretical

frameworks have opened up to reinvigorate the field. This volume reflects this

welcome trend. The volume opens with two papers analyzing tactical and strategic

innovations in movement organizing. One establishes that the woman's suffrage

movement relied on both outsider (contentious) politics and insider (institutionalized)

politics, while the other addresses the promises and pitfalls of transitional social

movements that organize through the Internet. Another area of recently invigorated

research is on the repression of social movements, and this volume includes two such

papers. Mobilization concerns associated with political protest in high-risk settings are

empirically addressed in one paper while the other contributes to the policing of protest

literature by critically analyzing the costs to movements of arrests. Using newspaper

coverage of social movements for events data has risen lately thanks in part to the

Internet and new software. We include two papers that reflect this trend and which

address emerging methodological concerns associated with it. Perhaps the most fertile

area of social movement research examines the increasingly complex and busy

intersection of collective identity issues with social movement membership and

mobilization. Thus we close this volume with three papers representing this new

theorizing. "Research in Social Movements, Conflicts and Change" continues it

distinguished tradition of reflecting recent trends in social movement scholarship while

also contributing to new theorizing.
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