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About the Book

This book brings together a collection of studies intended to touch upon, and advance

the understanding of, the changing role of trade and foreign direct investment in a

globalizing economy, and how the economies of the nation state, and the economic

policies of national governments, are becoming increasingly intertwined. It examines

the impact of globalization on the competitiveness of a variety of regions and countries,

ranging from the European Union and New Zealand to Taiwan and Ghana, and sets out

the main analytical components of competitiveness, viewed from the perspective of

both firms and countries. It describes and analyzes the interface between trade, FDI

flows, and the activities of MNE's, as each is affected by, and affects the level and pattern

of globalization - and, in some cases, regionalization. The determinants of outward FDI

and its implication for the economic structure and competitiveness of the home

country are examined, as is the impact of some of the more recent developments in the

global economy - and particularly that of the liberalization of trade and investment

regimes - on inbound FDI. It deals with some of the consequences of globalization, and

the deepening of cross-border economic relationships, on the policies of national

governments. The impact of regional economic integration on FDI and trade (including

trade by the foreign affiliates of MNE's) is examined, as are the policies pursued by

national governments in response to recent economic events, and the implications of

globalization for the macro-economic and macro-organizational policies of national

administrations.
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